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Spring 2010
Mondays and Wednesdays 4:00-5:15
Draper 349
Professor: Dr. David Corey

Old Main 307
Phone: (254) 710-7416

Email: David_D_Corey@baylor.edu

Required Books
Rousseau, Second Discourse (Hackett)

Rousseau, Social Contract (Cambridge)

Kant, Metaphysics of Morals (Cambridge)

Mill, Basic Writings of John Stuart Mill (Modern Library)

Rawls, Justice as Fairness: A Restatement (Harvard)

Other course materials will be made available electronically.
Recommended 

Strunk and White, Elements of Style (Longman)
Robert McMahon, “Real World Writing” (available upon request)
Goals and Objectives
The purpose of this course is to introduce students to liberal political theory culminating in the work of John Rawls (1921-2002).  As a course in the theory of liberalism, our subject is to be distinguished from the study of liberalism in the colloquial sense of the word (the ideas of everyday liberals).  We are attempting to understand what the great liberal theorists thought and wrote about how best to organize society along liberal lines.  In this vein, Rawls’s mature theory of liberalism is an account of how a pluralist society might be structured according to two basic ideas—the idea of a fair system of cooperation, and the idea that citizens should be equal in their rights and liberties.  Pursuing these ideas, Rawls works out an elaborate set of subsidiary principles and sheds new, critical light on many of our contemporary political practices.  Because Rawls’s work can be appreciated best when it is placed in the context of earlier writers in the liberal tradition, we devote significant time in this course (indeed, more time than we devote even to Rawls himself!) to the texts of Rousseau, Kant and Mill.  As will become clear when we engage Rawls’s text, Justice as Fairness, these earlier thinkers along with a handful of others serve as interlocutors for Rawls as he attempts to work out his theory.
Grading Policy
The course will be reading-intensive and managed like a seminar.  Thus students must not only read the assignments for each class session but also come prepared to discuss these assignments in detail.  In order to encourage good reading habits from the start, quizzes will be administered at the beginning of each class and will constitute a significant part of the course grade.  The final grade for the course will be composed of the following elements.
Attendance.  As the fruits of this course come largely by way of classroom conversation, attendance is required.  I do not distinguish between “excused” and “unexcused” absences, so there is no need to tell me why you were absent or to worry about a doctor’s note.  After two absences, students’ attendance grades begin to decline; after six absences (3 weeks!), students cannot receive credit for the course.  Leaving early or arriving late will count as one-half absence.
Classroom Participation.  The quality of your participation is important both for your grade, and for the success of the course.  The participation grade will reflect the frequency with which you volunteer pertinent contributions to the discussion.  If you have not read the texts or have not read them with sufficient care to make informed comments, your participation grade will reflect this.  Since attendance is a precondition of participation, poor attendance will also affect your participation score. 
Quizzes. Quizzes on the assigned reading material will be administered regularly.  These typically take the form of multiple-choice questions, but other types of quizzes will also be administered.  The quizzes should present no difficulty to the student who has read the assignment for the day with care; they are designed to encourage your disciplined preparation.   
Paper 1.  Five page analysis of a difficult question arising from one of our readings. 
Paper 2.  Up to ten pages long, this paper will relate Rawls’s liberal theory to that of his predecessors, Rousseau, Kant and Mill.
Exams.  There will be two exams for this course.  An in-class midterm exam will cover material from the first half of the semester.  A cumulative final exam will be administered on Tuesday May 11, 9:00 AM (Draper 349) and will test your recall of objective knowledge from the course.
Grade Scale

100 - 90% = A

79 - 77% = C+
 
59 - 0% = F


 89 - 87% = B+
76 - 70% = C


 86 - 80% = B

69 - 60% = D


Attendance & Participation


10%


Quizzes




15%

Paper1 




15%

Midterm




20%

Paper 2




20%

Final Exam




20%

Honor policy and paper submission to Turnitin.com  
Students agree that by taking this course, some papers, exams, class projects or other assignments may be submitted to Turnitin or similar parties to review and evaluate for originality and intellectual integrity.  A description of the services, terms and conditions of use, and privacy policy of turnitin.com is available on its web site: http://www.turnitin.com.  Students understand that all work submitted to turnitin.com will be added to its database of papers and that if the results of such a review support an allegation of academic dishonesty, the course work in question as well as any supporting materials may be submitted to the Honor Council for investigation and further action.  Any act of academic dishonesty, on any assignment may result in a grade of zero for the entire course. Integrity, honesty, and relying on your own abilities are some of the most important lessons you’ll learn in college and carry with you into the “real” world.  Remember: each written assignment for the course is designed to stretch your abilities.  It is there for a well-determined reason, and merits your serious attention.

A Note about Assisted Learning

Any student who needs learning accommodation should inform the professor immediately at the beginning of the semester. The student is responsible for obtaining appropriate documentation and information regarding needed accommodations from the Baylor University Office of Access and Learning Accommodation (OALA) and providing it to the professor early in the semester. The OALA phone number is (254) 710-3605 and the office is in Paul L. Foster Success Center - Sid Richardson - Room 189.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Class Schedule
Tuesday May 11, 9:00 AM (Draper 349)
Mon. Jan. 11: Introductions
Part I: Rousseau

Wed. Jan. 13: Rousseau, Second Discourse
Mon. Jan. 18: No class, MLK Day
Wed. Jan. 20: Rousseau, Second Discourse
Mon. Jan. 25: Rousseau, Second Discourse
Wed. Jan. 27: Rousseau, Social Contract
Mon. Feb. 1: Rousseau, Social Contract
Wed. Feb. 3: Rousseau, Social Contract
Mon. Feb. 8: Rousseau, Social Contract
Wed. Feb 10: Rousseau, Social Contract 
Part II: Kant
Mon. Feb. 15: Kant: An Introduction [Paper 1 due]
Wed. Feb. 17: Kant, “Theory and Practice” (available electronically)
Mon. Feb. 22: Kant, Metaphysics of Morals (selections)
Wed. Feb. 24: Kant, Metaphysics of Morals (selections)
Intermission for Reflection, Examination and Rest

Mon. March 1: Benjamin Constant, “Liberty of the Ancients Compared with That of the Moderns,” (available electronically) 

Wed. March 3: Midterm
Mon. March 8: No Class, Spring Break
Wed. March 10: No Class, Spring Break
Part III: Mill

Mon. March 15: Mill, From On Liberty: “Individuality, as One of the Elements of Well-Being”
Wed. March 17: Mill, From On Liberty: “Limits to the Authority of Society over the Individual”
Mon. March 22: Mill, From On Liberty: “Applications”
Wed. March 24: Mill, Utilitarianism
Mon. March 29: Mill, Utilitarianism
Wed. March 31: Mill, Utilitarianism
Mon. April 5: No Class, Easter Holidays
Part IV: Rawls

Wed. April 7: Rawls, JF, “Preface” and pp. 1-38.
Mon. April 12: Rawls, JF, pp. 39-79.
Wed. April 14: Rawls, JF, pp. 80-119.
Mon. April 19: Rawls, JF, pp. 119-134.
Wed. April 21: Rawls, JF, pp. 135-179.
Mon. April 26: Rawls, JF, pp. 180-202
Wed. April 28: [Paper 2 due] No reading, just a lecture on Rawls vs. the tradition of political philosophy 

Final Exam: Tuesday May 11, 9:00 AM (Draper 349)
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